Objectives: to investigate the association between family risk factors and abdominal obesity in adolescents. Methods: the sample comprised 691 young people o f b o t h s e x e s ( a g e d b e t w e e n 11 a n d 1 7 y e a r s ) , residing in the municipality of Presidente Prudente, i n t h e St a t e o f S ã o P a u l o , i n 2 0 0 7 . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f abdominal obesity was based on the waist circumference and family risk factors (level of schooling and
overweight in the parents, socio-economic conditions, n u m b e r o f s i b l i n g s a n d n u m b e r o f t e l e v i s i o n s i n t h e h o u s e h o l d ) . T h e s e v a r i a b l e s w e re c o l l e c t e d u s i n g questionnaires. Statistical analysis involved applicat i o n o f t h e c h i -s q u a re d t e s t a n d l o g i s t i c re g re s s i o n (odds ratio [OR] and confidence interval [CI95%]).
Results: the prevalence of abdominal obesity was 14 .8% in the study sample and there was no difference between males and females (male: 17.7% and female: 12.9%; p=0.111). Abdominal obesity was associated with the private school sector (3.75 [1.27-11. 
C o n c l u s i o n s : t h e f i n d i n g s o f t h i s s t u d y s u g g e s t t h a t s t u d y i n g i n a p r i v a t e s c h o o l a n d o v e r w e i g h t p a re n t s a re t h e m a i n r i s k f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h abdominal obesity in adolescents.
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